Other English Visitors to Jahangir

sailors journeyed to Agra by the road which went
through Burhanpur, " After staying here
awhile, I and John Frenchman went to crave
the generaPs pass. He asked us to serve him in
the wars,5* At that time Burhanpur was a great
military centre, and Coverte tells us that it was
bigger than London,* and that a flourishing
commerce was carried on there. After leaving
this place they witnessed a suttee. On their
arrival at the capital Hawkins immediately
introduced them into the presence of Jahangira
" as is the custom and manner of the country3
for no person may stay above twenty-four
hourSj before he is brought before the king, to
know what he is and whence he cometh." The
emperor repeated the invitation of his com-
mander-in-chief at Burhanpur that the sailors
would enter his service. Apparently a number
of them did so, for eventually only five of them
set out for Candahar to travel home overland, t
Owing to various causes the party? as it reached
Dover in April, 1611, consisted only of two
men, Robert Coverte and Richard Martin.J
Meantime John Jourdain was otherwise

* i.e., the London of 1610.

t Their names were Robert Coverte, Joseph Salbanclcej JoBa French-
man, Richard Martin, and Richard Fox.

i Coverte*s ejaculatory utterance at the close of his narrative deserves
quotation:

4* Setting nay foot on English ground, I thought all my miseries to be at
an end. For to me all the nations and HngdomSj that in these my travels I
passed by and saw, both by sea and land, seemed nothing comparable to it.
But that in respect of them all it may be called the only paradise and blessed
country of the world."